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DRAFT
Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Meeting Four
Monday, 28 November 2011, 0930-1200
Milton Keynes Council, Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ
Meeting Notes
	Present

	Dave Hodgson
	Mayor of Bedford (Chair)

	Drew Marchant
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	David Fowler
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Richard Wood
	Director, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	David Foster
	Milton Keynes Parks Trust

	Nick Fenwick
	Assistant Director for Planning, Milton Keynes Council

	Erin Witcomb-Vos
	Fens Waterway Link and Great Ouse Project Manager, Environment Agency

	Tony Talbot
	Chief Executive, Marston Vale Trust

	Andy Lewis
	Economic Growth Team Leader, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Cllr Ken Matthews
	Portfolio Holder Economic Growth and Regeneration, Central Bedfordshire Council

	Paul Vann
	Economic Development Manager - Growth, Bedford Borough Council

	Apologies

	Philip Simpkins
	Chief Executive, Bedford Borough Council

	James Clifton
	British Waterways

	Patrick Hall
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Keiron Fletcher
	Head of Communications and Marketing, Bedford Borough Council


	Who
	When
	Action Point

	
	
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

The Chair welcomed those present to MKC’s Civic Offices.  Introductions were made. Apologies were noted (see above)

	
	
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (25/07/11) and Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda

The notes of the previous meeting, circulated in advance of this meeting, were agreed and there were no matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda.


	Who
	When
	Action Point

	All/DM

	Before next meeting
	3.  Membership and Terms of Reference Matters
The changes discussed at the last meeting were noted.
PV reported on lack of response to invitations to HE representatives to join the Consortium. Members agreed to take up opportunities to engage HE as they arose and DM would speak to Marilyn Leask at UoB.

	PV


	Dec/Jan

	4.  Major Events
NF reported on the useful Developers’ event at the Parks Trust HQ. 35 to 40 people attended, not so many developers. The key focus was the benefit of waterways to development. NF noted discussions with developers re sites coming forward in ‘Strategic Reserve’ area. Further engagement later next year would be useful.

PV noted intent to commission, ideally jointly with CBC (and MKC?) two brief developer guides - double sided A4 - on 1.Benefits and 2.Specifications. PV to pursue.

DF reported on the Trust’s well attended Annual Conference and celebratory dinner. It was agreed both had gone well and noted that the conference would continue to be held annually and the dinner when a celebration demanded such. 

	PV/

DM
NF
DH/NF
PV

	Dec

Dec/Jan

Dec
Dec


	5.  Delivery Opportunities/Issues
A. Development Related

Covanta - Proposed energy from waste facility off Green Lane, Stewartby, Bedford: DM noted the IPC decision that Covanta need not deliver waterway infrastructure under Green Lane although would need to allow for the waterway’s routing under Green Lane when installing its power cabling. The challenge to the Covanta decision was noted.
Persimmon: PV noted Persimmon’s plan to provide land for the waterway route but a very shallow depression marking its position. It was also noted that the decision on the planning application was now scheduled for January 2012. It was agreed that PV would facilitate a meeting between the Trust (DM) and the case officer. 
Stewartby: PV noted significant other development potential at Stewartby that could support provision of the waterway.

General/Persimmon again: DH noted the positive PR potential for developers such as Persimmon. KM noted that he was seeing Martin Wright of Persimmon in the evening (28th November) and would refer to the matter. DF noted that Persimmon had effectively turned their back on the waterway. RW noted the importance of early enough engagement with developers.
B. Funding Potential

NF noted GM had sent through reference to a Germany/Netherlands waterway connection with EU funding. NF would look this out

DH noted opportunity to pursue with EoE EU Office before Christmas. NF would check out the potential via the SE EU Office.

PV would take the matter up with EU shared service officers (based at Central Beds CouncIl)

	TT
	Dec
	6.  Project Progress
A.  Milton Keynes Waterway Park Steering Group

Last meeting not well attended

Update on relevant flood risk assessments

Willen Lake potential looked at. Follow up on this in new year. Linked to HCA asset issue.
B.  Bedford and Marston Vale Waterway Parks Steering Group

Met in September

AL had met CBC highways people re A421 Jn13 to MK dualling link

Meeting of BRCC with Duke of Bedford/Bedford Estate re Ridgmont Station land issues

Planting east of A421 near underpass discussed. TT picked up on this. Ownership unclear. TT would look into.
RW logged concern re establishing precedent of land purchase

DM noted meeting of Trust with Duke of Bedford last week. Clarity of issues established

EWV noted final draft of Watercycle Strategy was with officers for wording check. It addresses the issue of joining the lakes

RW suggested we need to be imaginative re structures – eg swivel bridges rather than hump backed bridges
DF suggested contact be made with new owner of land west of pumping station

AL noted plans for a Bedford/Marston Vale developer workshop in January/February

TT’s departure at end of year noted. Nick Webb to be new Chief Executive

	RW/ EWV/PV
PV
	Jan
New year
	7.  Consortium Member Other News and Updates

A. Waterspace Study
EWV/PV noted successful launch. Identification of early win potential.Follow up meeting held to pursue these. Lincolnshire Evaluation Report recommended to be looked at.

RW raised issue of Bedfordia waterway/river junction thinking. Flood risk issue noted. Difficulty of addressing w/o scheme detail noted. RW noted that Halcrow (waterway expert) had advised the architect who had done the pro-bono work. It was suggested RW/EWV and PV should meet and report back. Can BBC take a pro-active role? 

EWV noted bid for Waterways Renaissance Award
B. Trust Boat
Funding was essentially in place to make charitable bids
Uncertainty re readiness for River Festival

C. Canal and River Trust
EWV noted this. Contact to be made with James Clifton re it being major item for next meeting

	PV/NF

PV
	Dec/Jan


	8.  Other Items for This/Future Meetings
See above re C&R Trust item for next meeting
NF Do we/should we have a muck strategy. May not have enough in MK area for eg bunding needs

Contact to be made with Minerals Officers on this issue

NF also asked if we knew the cost of digging and moving soil/muck.

RW reported that we/he had some stats but they may need updating.

DM raised issue of provision for waterway alongside the WRG Landfill site (Stewartby). 

PV to check position with BBC/CBC Minerals Planning

	PV
	 Dec/Jan
	9.  Public Relations and Media

A. Conference/Dinner release noted
B. PV to work with colleagues re finalising Consortium web site

	AL
	 Dec/Jan
	10.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

Probably 9.30 till 12.00 on Monday, 11th June 2012, at Priory House (Central Beds Council)
AL to check room availability
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